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Dan Savage's nationally syndicated sex advice column, "Savage Love," enrages and excites more

than four million people each week. In The Kid, Savage tells a no-holds-barred, high-energy story of

an ordinary American couple who wants to have a baby. Except that in this case the couple

happens to be Dan and his boyfriend. That fact, in the face of a society enormously uneasy with gay

adoption, makes for an edgy, entertaining, and illuminating read. When Dan and his boyfriend are

finally presented with an infant badly in need of parenting, they find themselves caught up in a

drama that extends well beyond the confines of their immediate world. A story about confronting

homophobia, falling in love, getting older, and getting a little bit smarter, The Kid is a book about the

very human desire to have a family.
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I felt I had to respond after one person failed miserably in reading comprehension. First, in the

beginning of the book Savage made the point and he and Terry had discussed infidelity and were

committed enough to their relationship that that would not be enough to break them up. As to the

claims about the birthmother being mentally ill, they took care to show that she wasn't. She was

able to care for herself, make logical decisions and was sane enough to know that her chosen

lifestyle made it impossible to be a good mother to her son, hence choosing adoption. And they

didn't relocate to get away from her. They lived in Seattle and used an agency there. She was

currently living in Portland, but since she regularly moved from city to city, it wasn't an issue. In fact,

those who bother to read the whole thing will discover a chapter in which they flew to L.A. to meet



with her after the birth and to allow the birthfather to see the baby. (And according to the legal

agreement they signed, they can't keep her from seeing the kid a certain number of times a year,

and Savage himself deplored the fact that some adoptive parents don't follow the signed

agreements.) A lot of the other complaints seem based on the fact that the reviewer could not tell

sarcastic humor from genuine sentiment. Savage is not a hearts&roses style writer. He's a hardcore

cynic and likes making shocking jokes, like his fake birthmother letter in which he jests about having

drug addicted friends babysit. For every time he made a joke about a baby as an expensive hobby,

he also mentioned looking forward to being able to teach him to walk and talk and later watching his

Little League games.
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